
Start-ups emerging from established Tech Hubs yielding impressive results! 
 
The support offered by technology innovation hubs is often crucial for new start-ups.  
 
Hubs run loads of activities to support technologists and budding entrepreneurs including 
training and mentorship programmes, networking events which connect technologists to 
stakeholders and pitching to potential funders. The range of start-ups which emerge from 
hubs is breathtaking – we’ve seen new start-ups working on everything from laundry to 
maternal health, fashion to rural farming.   
 

 
 
Here's just a quick taste of some of the start-ups which are emerging from hubs supported by 
the Fund this year.  
  
Djoss.tv (ActivSpaces, Cameroon) 
Mobile technology and social media have revolutionised how we watch TV. I often find myself 
online while watching my favourite show, looking at other people’s reactions and comments 
(and seeing if they match mine!). Djoss is an app which lets viewers do exactly this at the tap 
of a button. You can discuss shows in real time with other viewers anywhere in the world, 
take part in group chats and applaud or ‘boo’ a show with one tap. Djoss has around 30,000 
users with more joining all the time. 
 
OziPress (ActivSpaces, Cameroon) 
Ozipress allows users to buy and read Cameroon’s newspapers on their smartphones. You can 
subscribe to your favourite paper and receive news automatically. OziPress took part in 
ActivSpaces’ acceleration programme and has started to generate revenue. The app is 
available on the Google PlayStore and it’s really easy to make payments with mobile money 
or direct billing.  
 
  

https://indigotrust.org.uk/2016/08/31/start-ups-emerging-from-established-tech-hubs-yielding-impressive-results/
http://djoss.tv/
http://www.ozipress.com/


Yoza (Hive Colab, Uganda) 
We all struggle to find time to get our laundry done – now Yoza provides the solution! It 
connects users with local people who provide a laundry service who might otherwise be 
difficult to contact. Many people offering washing services have doubled their incomes due 
to the increase in demand for their services. In some cases, their income has increased 
sevenfold! Around 150 laundry washers are listed on the app, 90% of them are women and 
around one in three are single mothers. Yoza won $5,000 in prize money from the MTN 
Innovation Challenge and has secured $10,000 in investment through the support of Hive 
Colab. 
 
Ensibuuko (Hive Colab, Uganda) 
Ensibuuko is a real success story. Set up to support Uganda’s rural farmers, it’s a mobile 
money platform which integrates automated SMS and mobile money services to enable 
Saving and Credit Cooperatives of smallholder rural farmers to mobilise savings and disburse 
loans in a simple, convenient and secure way. Ensibuuko has won many awards including the 
Unilever Sustainable Living Award. Ensibuuko joined Hive Colab in 2015 and has since secured 
$80,000 in investment.  
 
Nakazade (Hive Colab, Uganda) 
mHealth is a really exciting new area for start-ups. Nakazade provides maternal and infant 
health advice through an app and a website. It aims to reduce maternal mortality and 
unwanted pregnancies. Users can receive advice on pregnancy, family planning and sexual 
health. The site is aimed at pregnant women, teenage girls and young women and has 
received $20,000 in investment through the help of Hive Colab. 
 
SunShade Energy (iSpace, Ghana) 
It’s always great to see ideas which can help to protect the environment. SunShade 
Energy has created cleverly designed windows which reduce energy use in the home. A 
shade blocks the sun’s rays while the system captures the solar energy and stores it. 
This energy can then be used for lighting within the home.  SunShade won the 
Megawatt Challenge in Ghana which gave the team the chance to participate in the 
Smart City Expo in Barcelona where SunShade was recognised as Most Original Idea. 
 
Horizon Design Africa (mHub, Malawi)  
Established by two architects, Horizon Design aims to disrupt the architectural sector in 
Malawi. The start-up addresses the demand for better housing in Malawi due to the soaring 
urbanisation rate and the increasing population. Horizon Designs offers pre-designed houses 
with design costs and estimated construction costs so Malawians can access proper house 
designs at a low cost. Horizon Design Africa is now receiving over 15 enquiries per month and 
have employed two permanent draughtsmen, one artist and an IT consultant. The 
organisation is generating around $1,200 per month.  
 
We hope this gives a flavour of the exciting developments being made by start-ups across 
Africa.  

http://yozaapp.com/
http://www.ensibuuko.com/
http://www.nakazade.org/
http://sunshade-energy.com/
http://horizondesignsafrica.com/

