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We’re always really excited to hear about start-ups gaining recognition, securing funding 
and winning awards. Here are a few of the most recent prize-winning businesses emerging 
from hubs.  
 
Agro-Hub, Cameroon 
 
Agro-Hub, an alumnus of ActivSpaces in Cameroon, is an agricultural production and 
marketing agency in south-west Cameroon. Its aim is to help small-scale farmers gain access 
to sustainable markets by supporting relevant stakeholders to work together. The enterprise 
has built a small factory where farmers convert cassava into flour and starch. Farmers are 
then trained on how to produce projects such as spaghetti, bread and cakes with this flour. 
By processing the raw cassava, farmers increase the value of their produce, increasing their 
income. The starch is used by local laundry companies in place of costly imported starch. Agro-
Hub has even opened its own fresh food store, Agro-Mart!  
 
Agro-Hub was the winner of the Nestle Creating Shared Value Prize in 2016 and took home 
prize money of 300,000 CHF, roughly equivalent to £294,800! The prize is awarded to 
programmes or businesses that have already demonstrated a high social and environmental 
impact but which need support to scale and become commercially viable.  
 
AirSave, Uganda 
 
AirSave is a financial tech company which has developed a platform to support Saving and 
Credit Cooperatives to register members through a secure mobile platform.  Users can then 
begin to save or borrow money and earn interest without the need for an internet connection.  
The platform was developed in partnership with ECOBANK Ltd. Incubated at HiveColab in 
Uganda, the company aims to make mobile phones a tool to eradicate poverty in 
communities. 
 

http://www.agro-hub.com/
http://activspaces.com/
http://www.nestle.com/csv/what-is-csv/nestleprize/2016
http://airsaveuganda.com/
https://hivecolab.org/


AirSave was established in response to a study which found that the majority of people living 
in poverty in Uganda struggled to reach their saving goals because of the challenges 
associated with storing cash in the home (theft, loss or because of the temptation to spend 
the cash). The vast majority are unable to access bank accounts so a mobile-phone saving 
system is an excellent alternative.   
 
2016 was an exciting year for AirSave. They won the Uganda StartUp Cup, a competition which 
rewards entrepreneurs for turning their idea into a viable business, getting to market, testing 
assumptions and modifying their business model as they learn. Following this success, the 
team went on to represent Uganda at the Africa StartUp Cup and came second! Finally, they 
represented Uganda at the StartUp World Cup in Washington DC, coming fourth overall. As a 
result, they secured $20,000 worth of support from Amazon and $165,000 from IBM. 
 
Hulubet, Ethiopia 
 
Hulubet is an online events marketplace based at IceAddis in Ethiopia. Hulabet allows users 
to access information on local events across multiple platforms. Users can request 
notifications about specific events and review events they’ve attended.  
 
Hulabet won the Seedstars Addis Ababa event and will now participate in the global final in 
Switzerland, representing Ethiopia with a chance to win up to $1 million in equity investment.  
 
LipaMobile, Uganda 
 
LipaMobile is a fast and easy-to-use online payment platform which can be used to send and 
receive money securely across all networks in Uganda. The start-up works with schools to 
reduce cash transactions and help parents save up school fees through savings accounts. 
LipaMobile was supported by HiveColab and has taken part in three international challenges 
this year.  
 
They participated in the 1776 Challenge Cup, a worldwide tournament based in Washington 
which rewards “the most promising, world-changing start-ups”. LipaMobile came eighth 
overall, emerging as the judges’ choice. The team also participated in the Demo Africa 
competition and were awarded the prize for “Best in Uganda”. They were invited to tour of 
Silicon Valley as a result of their fantastic performance at Demo Africa. 
 
Congratulations to all these start-ups and to the many more which are doing amazing things 
across Africa.  

http://uganda.startupcup.com/
http://africa.startupcup.com/
http://www.startupworldcup.io/
http://hulubet.com/
http://www.iceaddis.com/
http://lipamobile.com/
https://hivecolab.org/
http://www.1776.vc/challenge-cup/
http://www.demo-africa.com/

